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Abstract Methods Results
The expression of anti-predation behavior can be the difference between life and death. Who studying the SEOUL s behavior, | facused the research to be in tw different i}}?tf% E;gzﬁ: coun n;' of walld E{a%réizwe{zvfpiﬁzn}lZ{ adi%iﬁg%ffattgg?; the
The signs of anti-predation behavior can be expressed by auditory, vision, tactile, and 2120 Selaral species of treas from around the world. The second area wasat the 115992 BEO.001 67300 ¥ and table 1), The Onserved aleriness for both groubs was not
fctory cues.Agouts Dasyproct uncate foranexmplearemammsthatuse R S S B T S S L S S S e
auditory cues to avidpredation. These mammasare 2 key component tote |
Neotropical forest as seed dispersals, seed predators, and prey for several species. They Z%‘gfbk:;’myeegg) e theatr Gl routimes A baaior was tearmaa, | proved Cond usions
looking for potential mates, and watching for predators. The objective of the research Piayes'at  much cissar istance. T T S R I R R A
was to study the alert behaviorof agoutis in two different.habitats at the Las Cruces , , . o ol e SR U S S B ol IR e
Biological Station located in Las Cruces, Costa Rica. A group of agoutis from the Wilson Method details: Behavior Description TR e e
hotanical garden and the secondary forest was studied to see whichgroupwould e
express more signs of anti-predation behavior. One group has grown accustom to the Walking When the agouti was moving from one area to another. Graphs:
presence of humans and hearing disturbances while the other group lives in a less Sleeping When the agouti was lying down on the centrum, usually with forelegs folded - -
disturbed area where there is a less influence with people. To test how alert the agoutis Social Social was when there was more than one agouti together in the same area <15
can be in the presence of a predator test calls from an ocelot. The calls started at a mapart 60 -
distance far away and will advance the longer it takes the agoutis to respond. Alert When the agouti's body was frozen, ears fixed upwards, rump fur brushing up, 50 .
Observation ngtes will bg taken fafte’ every test call to note the.agoutis’ reaction. With eyes focused, and eves closed L - 0 -
e Brotp having fewer mteractlon.s VERUS another grouy t,h‘?t s used o everyoay Sitting/laying When the agouti was sitting on its hind legs. Lying was when the agout 30 " Fored . .p”
disturbances, the expected conclusion will be for the agoutis in the secondary forest to . 0-
be more alerted than the agoutis in the garden. Was. Iay“ng onal I.CO,FS.. | o | | -
Eating The agouti putting fruits and seeds into its mouth, eating, and chewing or 0
gnawing. | N
Introduction Unknown When the agouti was hidden from view behind trees, bushes, etc. i s s g g st i 0_
Anti-predation behavior is an important aspect of an organism’s life. An organism'’s U e

fitness can be directly affected by predation. Organisms are able to detect predators in
different ways such as olfactory, auditory, visual, and tactile cues (Feldhamer et al.
2007). Mammals are able to use auditory cues in order to detect predators rather than
using chemicals (Feldhamer et al. 2007). Agoutis (Dasyprocta punctata) for an example
are mammals that use auditory cues to avoid predation. Agoutis are a key component to
the Neotropical forest as seed dispersals, seed predators, and prey for several
species. They are medium sized mammals that are found throughout the forests usually
in areas with heavy brush, and near streams, rivers, and ponds (Smythe 1978). The
nature of the agouti is to be on alert of its surrounding at all times. They are preyed
upon by larger predators throughout the forest such as jaguars, ocelots, and ever
sometimes people (Smythe 1978, Aliaga-Rossel et al. 2006). Agoutis are territoria
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